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“THE TRACTOR CLUB”

PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE
The warm days felt good while they were here but winter weather is still 
trying to make a comeback.  

I would like to thank and congratulate Nathan Burns who is now our 
new treasurer and Steve Mattes, John Z. and Andy Anderson for volun-
teering to serve on the financial committee. We are expecting another 
successful year.  

Ward Cox, Andy Anderson, Jerry Boardman and Tyler Gogolek will have 
a route mapped out for the fun tractor cruise that is tentatively sched-
uled for June 24th.  We will be voting on this at the meeting and making 
other decisions at the meeting in regard to this event.  We also need sug-
gestions for a destination for a one day bus trip so we can get prices on a 
bus and set a date that would be acceptable for our  members. 

Those members that ordered license plates at the fair last year— they 
are completed and I will have them at the meeting ready for payment 
and pickup.

Congrats to Jerry Boardman who was the successful bidder for the barn 
that sold for $450.  Thanks Jerry. 

Roy Hurley is in charge of getting a pedal tractor for our raffle and a 
$200 limit was approved by the membership at the meeting.  A John 
Deere blanket and a wood clock shaped like the state of Ohio are two 
other prizes so far.  If you have any other prize suggestions or items for 
the raffle, bring them to the meeting so we can get our tickets printed.

                                    See YOU at the meeting,  Fred 
www.tractorclub.info

Mary Jo still needs info on 
member tractors, imple-
ments or items for sale 
for the web site.  Also try 
to get your tractor pic-
tures to her so all of our 
members can have their 
tractors featured on the 
site.  She is doing a fantas-
tic job.  Thanks Mary Jo!!!

TRACTOR  TALK  NEWSLETTER

      The Tractor Club was organized by a group of men and women that enjoy and share an interest in antique tractors.

              Fred Holzman, President               Jerry Boardman, Vice President                     Gail Holzman, Secretary                   Nathan Burns,  Treasurer

                  440-237-7609                                     330-278-2494                                             440-237-7609                                  765-541-1067                  

Refreshments will be     
provided by …..

      Tyler Gololek 

Ladies always welcome

Advisory Council….
This month’s 

discussion will be 

“Direct Marking:

 Improving Farmer’s 
Income”

Be sure to read the en-
closed information and 
be prepared to answer 

the questions at the 
meeting.

Click HERE to view the 
April 2007 Speak Out. 

Tractor Trivia……..
1. In what state was John Deere born?

2. What Allis-Chalmers model came standard on rubber tires in 1934?

3.  What company made Kerosene Annie?               
                    …...  See  answers back of this page
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  MEETING  WEDNESDAY APRIL 11, 2007 7:00PM
      AT THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY FARM BUREAU 



TRACTOR  TRIVIA ...ANSWERS

1. John Deere was born in Vermont.

2. Rubber tires became standard on the Allis-Chalmers WC in 
1934.

3. Kerosene Annie was made by the Rumely Company.

          SHE DIDN’T GET SICK!!!
Warren Roller always told his granddaughter Victoria 
she would get sick if she got close to or rode on a   
tractor other than a green tractor.  She believed this 
until Tom Hooper put her on his Farmall Cub.  She 
certainly doesn’t look sick with that smile on her face.    

UPCOMING  EVENTS

Put these dates on your calendar.

1. May 28th—Memorial Day Pa-
rade in Brecksville.

2. June 24—tentative date for 
APACC Tractor Cruise.

3. July—Berea & Parma & 
Strongsville Parades—dates 
and times, TBA.

4. July 13th—Middleburg 
Heights Home Days Parade.

More info will follow as it is re-
ceived.

Forgive your enemies. It 
messes up their 
heads.

“Tractor Safety is No Accident”

TEN TIPS FOR TRACTOR SAFETY

1. Make sure all safety features, such as rollover protective structures (ROPS), seat-
belts,  shields, and slow moving vehicle signs are installed correctly. Replace 
them, if necessary.

2. Check all operating systems (steering, braking, gauges and lights) to be sure they 
are working correctly. Hitches, steps, platforms and fire extinguishers should be in 
proper working order, and all tractors should have a complete first aid kit.

3. Set wheels as wide as possible to increase stability.

4. Drive slowly, and look for bumps and holes while traveling up and down hills.

5. Avoid driving near ditches and embankments, where conditions are more likely to 
cause a rollover. Operate tractors as far away from the ditch as the ditch is deep.

6. Keep front-end loaders as low to the ground as possible when traveling. Front-end 
loaders may cause instability and increase chances of a rollover.

7. Don’t back down hills.

8. Use front weights for stability when a load is hitched to a tractor to avoid rear up-
sets.

9. Never carry a load higher than the tractor drawbar.

10. Drive at speeds appropriate for conditions. Slow down when turning and change 
speeds gradually.

Your fences should be 
horse high, pig tight 

and bull strong.



POWER  TRANSMISSIONS
DRAINING GEAR LUBRICANT

The tractor should be warm before gear lubricants are drained. If, for some reason, it is necessary to 
change the lubricant when it is cold, fuel oil should be added to dilute it. In some cases the plug for check-
ing the level also serves as the opening for filling. If the case is filled to this level it will be necessary to 
tilt the tractor to add the fuel oil. To do so, drive one wheel on a block, or stop the tractor while heading 
down hill. Transmissions on some tractors have several compartments. When draining be sure to remove 
all the drain plugs.

On some cultivating tractors, a final-drive unit is located just inside each wheel. Such units usually carry a 
small quantity of gear lubricant. When draining them, use a metal trough to keep oil from the tire. Petro-
leum products are hard on rubber.

After draining a gear case, it is wise to flush it. To flush the transmission and final-drive cases, fill them to 
the recommended level with fuel oil or flushing oil. Then jack up one wheel and operate the tractor with-
out a load for a few minutes.

After flushing, drain thoroughly and refill with the proper grade of gear lubricant. Your Operator’s Man-
ual will tell you the grade to use. Straight gear lubricants or heavy motor oils are usually recommended 
for farm tractors. If “EP” lubricants are not drained as recommended, they may cause rubber-like deposits 
in the transmission case.

TRACTORS SHOULD NEVER BE TOWED

On some tractors the engine must be turning the transmission gears to obtain proper lubrication. Towing 
such a tractor would result in poor lubrication and high shaft speed. The failure of many tractor transmis-
sions can be traced to towing.

If the transmission gears are operated at excessively high speeds, the gear lubricants will become over-
heated. Overheating a lubricant causes it to oxidize and thicken. Continuous overheating would result in 
transmission failure.

When towing a tractor there is danger, too, that a brake may grab. The tractor may bounce and be hard to 
steer. If the tires are filled with liquid, the high speed can damage a tire.

If it becomes necessary to tow a tractor, do so slowly. It is much better to haul the tractor or drive it under 
its own power. Some tractors have a lever that permits the transmission gears to be disengaged so the trac-
tor can be towed.



Safe Use of Tow Ropes, Cables and Chains
AE-1051, Reviewed and Reprinted July 1995

George G. Maher, Extension Agricultural Safety Specialist

Stuck! The tractor won't go forward or backward, and you need help! Or, that stump or rock has got to be moved. While 
backing the tractor into position for pulling, do you ever wonder, "Is that weld repair on the hook good? What about the 
chain repair we made with a bolt? What's gonna break first, the chain or the hook?"

Think about these questions when selecting a tow rope, chain, or cable for pulling something. A lot of power will be at-
tached to whatever towing device you choose, easily stretching it to the limit. When that limit is reached, something will 
break. The hook, chain or cable will become a missile that could cause a terrible injury or death as it rebounds.

A new, 1-inch nylon rope in excellent condition has a breaking strength of up to 25,000 pounds. New steel cable of 1 
inch diameter in excellent condition may break at 10,000 pounds, and chain with links made of half-inch diameter mate-
rial may break at 2,400 pounds. The type and size of hook that is frequently used may break at 4,000 pounds. Whatever 
combination of these materials you select for a towing device, the weakest part always breaks first. When it breaks, the 
rest becomes a deadly projectile. Parts such as ball hitches, clevises, chains and even complete bumpers have broken 
loose, becoming dangerous missiles.

Nylon rope tends to recoil straight back to the point of attachment. The broken hook is like a bullet. Steel cable whips 
about furiously as it recoils, and chain rebounds unpredictably, eventually winding around anything in its way. All towing 
materials are dangerous when recoiling from a stretched condition and most can go through tractor cabs and pickup 
windows. The result is often a serious, disabling injury or death.

Matching the right size of towing device to the vehicle doing the pulling is extremely difficult because of various sur-
faces, soil conditions and types. Always use the strongest and best tow rope, cable or chain available. Use the strong-
est hooks that you have. Fasten them securely and be sure that the bumper or drawbar is secure.

Always hitch to the drawbar of the tractor doing the pulling (Figure 1). Hitching to anything other than the drawbar dra-
matically increases the chance of tipping the tractor.

Figure 1. Hitching above normal drawbar height may tip a tractor backward.

Figure 2.

When using more than one vehicle for pulling, do not hitch them single file, with the total effort exerted on only one 
chain, cable or rope. Instead, hitch each vehicle independently, otherwise too much power can easily be applied to the 
final towing device (Figure 2). Carefully coordinate the efforts when more than one towing unit is used.

How can you make towing safer? First, clear the area of people, both helpers and watchers. Second, always hitch to the 
drawbar. Third, make sure everything -- bumper, drawbar, hooks, chain, cable or nylon rope -- is strong enough to han-
dle the load. Fourth, make sure that all attachments are secure. Finally, apply the power smoothly without jerking -- do 
not attempt to use the elasticity of nylon rope to increase your pulling power.

For more information on safe towing operations or more tips on other farm safety measures you can adopt, contact your 
local Extension agent or Extension Agricultural Engineering, NDSU, Fargo.


